Four Mile Fire Department:  GPS Units
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GPS units are currently on Brush 1 (mounted on the dashboard) and T1 (portable Garmin unit inside the cab).

There are several ways the GPS displays can be set to read latitude /longitude:

a)  Decimal-degrees                          (40.12345)

b)  Degrees, decimal-minutes        (40 ° 7.41)

c)  Degrees, minutes, seconds      (40 ° 7' 24")

All of these are correct, but it is important to choose the correct one for the task. 

For giving coordinates to helicopter pilots -whether the Boulder County Helitack crew or Flight-For-Life, you need to use either (b or c) formats.  The Helitack crew seems to use Degrees, minutes, seconds (c).  Flight for Life will take either, as long as you make it clear what you are giving them.
CHOOSE YOUR APPLICATION AND SET YOUR GPS TO DISPLAY THE UNITS YOU NEED!
In all cases, when giving coordinates over the radio, make it clear.  For example,  the coordinates for N 40 ° 15'  22''   by  W 105 ° 20 ' 03 "  would go something like this:

In Degrees, minutes, seconds:
"North forty degrees, fifteen minutes, twenty two seconds"

"West one-oh-five degrees, twenty minutes, zero three seconds"

                      ---or---

In Degrees, decimal-minutes: 

(N 40 ° 15'  22''   by  W 105 ° 20 ' 03 "  =  N40° 15.37'  W 105° 20.05')

"North forty degrees, fifteen - point- three seven minutes"

"West one-oh-five degrees, twenty -point-  oh-five minutes"

